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Letter from the Executive Director 

S P E C I A L  P O I N T S  

O F  I N T E R E S T :  

Learn about some  

exciting developments 

in our Education  

Program! 

 

See the new look of our 

Website! 

 

Honor with us our  

tradition and roots:  

Dr. Randall C. Mason, 

our  founder 

Dr. Gilbert Bowen, 

our first graduate  

 

Join us in celebrating 

our 50 years! 

We have much to celebrate as we anticipate gathering for our 50th Anniversary this De-

cember. I am delighted to report that CRPC continues in its vibrant commitment to educa-

tion, clinical services, and celebrating its many rich traditions. As we reflect upon our his-

tory, we are reminded that the Center for Religion and Psychotherapy of Chicago (CRPC) was 

founded by Chicago-area clergy and seminary faculty, who shared a mutual ambition to es-

tablish an institution that would offer pastoral psychotherapy and clinical training. CRPC 

continues to offer exceptional psychotherapy without regard to race, gender, religious af-

filiation, sexual orientation or identity, or disability. The staff of CRPC provide services in 

Evanston, Hyde Park, La Grange, Ravenswood, and the Chicago Loop. 

 

Our Education Program is highly regarded as it has evolved with the demands of licensure 

requirements, while maintaining a sense of integrity as the focus continues to be on the in-

tersection of Self Psychology and Religion. Now in our 50th year, our unique program con-

tinues this tradition in a way that has taken shape in the formation of clinicians with a pas-

sion for integrating psychodynamic theory with religious and spiritual concerns. Eleven par-

ticipants who represent diverse cultural and religious backgrounds, currently engage in in-

struction and supervised internship through CRPC’s Clinic. "The Clinic" provides counseling 

services at a reduced fee to countless students from the various colleges and universities in 

the Chicago area, as well as to other individuals seeking such services.  

 

We have developed new relationships throughout the Chicago area with our practicum and 

internship sites, and have continued to foster connections with local seminaries, universities 

and colleges. Our multi-faith commitment is lived out as we strengthen our relationships 

with Judicatories, the Parliament of World Religions, and leaders beyond the walls of the 

Church.  

 

CRPC has emerged as a leader in the field of psychotherapy as we are called upon as a re-

source to various institutions, even in the most demanding of times and circumstances. We 

strive to embrace the challenges within our communities as we partner with seminaries and 

churches, as well as other affiliates. For instance, this September, we will join with Garrett-

Evangelical Theological Seminary (G-ETS) and Third Baptist Church of Chicago in an enriching 

(Continued on page 6) 

Center for Religion and Psychotherapy of Chicago 



The 2016-2017 academic year will feature some exciting new changes, which 

represent the promising growth of our program. Our schedule of classes will 

expand to allow more time for students to process and digest the theories and 

methods we present. This will permit a deeper and broader exposure to the 

integrative components of this program. At present, students who complete 

the program receive up to twenty-eight licensable, graduate-level credits to-

ward their respective degree programs, primarily masters and doctorate pro-

grams from Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary. Those who come to us to 

enrich their professional practices will begin to receive focused consultation as part of 

their practicum work, enabling such students to work individually with some of the best 

clinicians in the field. 

 

Chicago area students may also begin taking advantage of a handful of our seasoned the-

ory courses for transferable elective credits, by enrolling in the Education Program “at-

large.” This will allow a greater exposure of the benefits of our program to, not only the 

(Continued on page 6) 

A Unique and Engaging Learning Experience 
The Advanced Certificate Program in Self Psychology and Religion at CRPC brings to-

gether a vibrant group of students and faculty every year from September to 

June, training seminary students, clergy, and mental health professionals in the 

field of pastoral psychotherapy. The program is itself unique and engaging: 

unique in its integration of elements, leading one toward certification and/or 

licensure, and engaging in its attractive combination of the theory of Self Psy-

chology and the study of religions and religious experience. In addition to pro-

viding the certificate, the program works closely with seminaries and divinity 

programs in the Chicago area to supply students with the necessary prepara-

tion to advance in professional licensure and clinical practice. 

 

Our courses allow students to work intimately with a talented and accomplished group 

of faculty, who specialize in psychodynamic methods, and who have often, themselves, 

been tutored at some of Chicago's best training programs for classical and contemporary 

psychoanalysis. Our students leave with a rich understanding of human psychodynamics, 

and are well prepared to work in religious and/or clinical settings. The clergy who gradu-

ate from our program often leave with a deeper and more nuanced mastery of how to 

effectuate their respective ministries, whether this entails working with couples or in 

small groups, or more broadly throughout the Church itself. Others, usually students or 

mental health professionals, leave with a more inclusive appreciation for the ways in 

which religious experience can inform the idiosyncrasies of clinical work. This is largely 

due to the fact that our students come to CRPC to develop an integrative language. 

Gloria Grasse, Ph.D 

(ABD) Administrative  

Director of Education 

Promising Developments 

Devan Hite, M.A., 

L.P.C.,  

Administrative  

Director of Education 

Our Revitalized Education Program 
P A G E  2  

“The Education Program brings together a vibrant group of 

students and faculty every year from September to June.” 
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Expanding Our Unique Clinical Services 
In a promising and exciting way, CRPC has 

been expanding and continues to advance in its 

capacity to provide services for a greater 

amount of individuals, cou-

ples, and groups than it 

has before, representing 

more intentionally the di-

versity of Chicago’s ethnic, 

racial, and socio-economic 

populations. We see this 

most abundantly in two 

primary ways. First, CRPC 

made and continues to 

make a particular focus on 

providing long-term, 

psychodynamic psycho-

therapy services to all indi-

viduals, as much as possi-

ble, regardless of ability to 

pay. Second, CRPC is on the cutting edge of 

providing clinical services that consider reli-

gious experience a vital part of human devel-

opment. 

 

The “Clinic” at CRPC was established in 2012 

to open treatment space for clients who come 

to CRPC unable to afford even a lower fee. 

This project complements the goals and ambi-

tions of our Education Program, as the 

“Clinic” is staffed by graduate students, clergy, 

and other mental health professionals seeking 

to fulfill the rigorous and challenging require-

ments of the Advanced Certificate Program in 

Self Psychology and Religion. 

 

Since 2012, the “Clinic” at CRPC has gained a 

reputation as a viable resource among the 

counseling centers of the Loop’s colleges and 

universities, including Columbia, DePaul, 

Robert Morris, etc., as well as with the Chica-

goland seminaries and schools of theology. 

Referrals also come to us from former clients, 

as well as counseling centers in the area who 

cannot afford to provide the long-term care 

that is needed. This aspect of the “Clinic” at 

CRPC sets us apart in a unique way from 

Clinical Services at CRPC 

Gilbert W. Bowen, D.Min. 

Constance Goldberg, L.C.S.W, B.C.D. 

Thomas J. Litwiler, J.D. 

Timothy O’Connell, Ph.D. 

Doug Petersen, M.Th. 

Lallene Rector, Ph.D. 

We are deeply indebted to our  

conscientious and committed 

Board of Directors: 

other institutions providing psychodynamic 

treatment, precisely because of this combina-

tion of low-to-no cost treatment with the op-

tion for longer-term psy-

chotherapy. Our interns, 

often with us for two to 

three years, can offer any-

thing from counseling to 

depth psychotherapy that 

extends beyond the usual 

limits of service for popu-

lations that cannot afford 

insurance, make a living 

wage, or are subsisting 

under the demands of a 

student’s budget. 

 

The Clinical Committee 

has recently been involved 

in the crucial undertaking of streamlining mul-

tiple types of official and legal clinical records, 

as well as intake procedures for the “Clinic” 

and CRPC staff—both indispensable tasks of 

the well-oiled machine of any thriving practice. 

(Continued on page 7) 

“This aspect of the “Clinic” at CRPC 

sets us apart in a unique way from 

other institutions providing 

psychodynamic treatment, precisely 

because of this combination of low-to-

no cost treatment with the option for 

longer-term psychotherapy.” 
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Honor With Us Our Tradition and Roots 

Our early roots began with our Founding Di-

rector, Dr. Randall C. Mason, who was known 

to us affectionately as Randy. His presence was 

larger than life, as he was passionate about his 

research and clinical work. Randy was an early 

pioneer in the exploration of the unique rela-

tionship between religion and psychotherapy, 

which led to the creation of CRPC, providing 

clinical services to clients and training in pas-

toral psychotherapy. In addition, CRPC was 

established to conduct research on the inter-

face between religion and psychotherapy. His 

vision for research continues to be embraced 

in the work of our staff and students to this 

day. 

 

Randy also assisted in the formation of the 

American Association of Pastoral 

Counselors (AAPC). At the 35th 

annual convention of the 

AAPC, Randy, an AAPC diplo-

mate, was recognized for his 

thirty-two years of pioneering 

and energetic leadership in the 

field of pastoral counseling, in-

cluding his role as the founding 

director of the Center for Re-

ligion and Psychotherapy of 

Chicago and the first AAPC 

psychotherapy program. In ad-

dition, Randy became a clinical instructor in 

Imago Relationship Therapy after many years 

of training with Dr. Harville Hendrix. 

 

Randy’s published works include “The Psychol-

ogy of the Self: Religion and Psychotherapy” in 

Advances in Self Psychology (1980), “Acceptance 

and Healing” in the Journal of Religion and 

Health (1969), and two articles in the Journal of 

Imago Relationship Therapy (1996, 1997). 

 

Having been diagnosed with advanced colon 

cancer in February, 1997, Randy died at home 

on the 1st of October of that same year. 

 

Randy’s widow, Margaret Mason, shared in The 

Journal of Imago Relationship Therapy, (Vol 3, 

No. 1, 1998), that the experience of connec-

tion for Randy was not about pathological 

merger, but about what he described in his last 

Imago journal article (1997): 

 

“… the perspective of the primacy of the con-

nected relationship – both the expression of 

the bereaved spouse and the assertion that 

two become as one are, in fact, descriptive 

realities. The assumption that the self includes 

more than what lies within the body, in con-

trast to the popular atomistic postulate of 

separateness, serves as a transitional point for 

investigating the phenomenon of connectivity 

(p. 37).” 

 

Margaret also speaks of how “living with 

Randy was to live with great-

ness, not the greatness of per-

fection, but of humanness.” 

Margaret continues, “it also was 

about living in what his beloved 

mentor Heinz Kohut (1984), 

the Founder of Self Psychology, 

called “the experience near.” 

There was a constant apprecia-

tion for the narrative of inner 

experience and subjectivity 

within ourselves, as a couple, 

and within others.” 

 

Margaret continues to say “in thinking and 

writing about Randy, I am reminded of how he 

lamented, during his final stage of illness, that 

he hadn’t accomplished all that he had set out 

to do. I would try to comfort him, pointing out 

his many achievements, his ability to get things 

in motion, and the fact that he meant so much 

to so many people. I also reminded him of his 

visionary qualities: visions that have integrity 

and complexity don’t always get realized in 

one lifetime, but remain, endure, and inspire 

others to carry them forward.”  

 

On this 50th Anniversary, we honor Randy, 

and celebrate the realization and fulfillment of 

(Continued on page 6) 

Dr. Randall C. Mason: Honoring our Founder 

“On our 50th Anniversary, 

we honor Randy, and 

celebrate the realization and 

fulfillment of his vision.” 
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The Chicagoly Magazine recently published an 

impressive and thought-provoking article titled 

“Preach On” (Spring 2016, p. 16-17). The arti-

cle is penned by the renowned author from 

the New York Times, Alan P. Henry, and en-

thusiastically celebrates the professional and 

theological commitments of our own Dr. Gil-

bert W. Bowen (who we warmly refer to as 

“Gil”). Throughout the article, Gil speaks to 

some of the more pressing, existential con-

cerns that face him and his ministry—those to 

which many of us can inevitably relate. They 

are, namely, concerns about death, loss, and 

separation; the nature of love and the work of 

ministry; and the vitalism of a healthy, spiritual 

and mental life. And to these, Gil imparts the 

importance of caring for others and finding 

personal worth, not in what 

we do, but rather in who we 

are. He speaks to the vital 

importance of orienting one-

self toward “new life,” and 

finding relevance in tradition. 

  

From this last point emerges a 

theme that holds a particular 

resonance for us at CRPC—

one that is acutely relevant as 

we celebrate the last 50 years 

of our work and move into 

another chapter of our history. As Gil speaks 

to what it means to make that which is tradi-

tional in his work relevant for his ministry, he 

is not just gesturing affectionately at a personal 

value or worldview; rather, he reminds us of 

what he represents as a symbol. In other 

words, not only is it the case that Gil speaks 

to the importance of making tradition relevant, 

but he is a symbol of a very relevant tradition. 

  

As an ordained Presbyterian minister, Gil was 

trained at CRPC in the rich tradition of our 

Self Psychology and Religion program, setting 

the standard as the first among hundreds who 

would follow him through the formational 

process of completing and earning the ad-

vanced certificate. Gil has, moreover, earned 

master’s and doctorate degrees in 

ministry from McCormick Theo-

logical Seminary, serving congrega-

tions faithfully across the Midwest 

and Germany. Of telling note is 

Gil’s impressive tenure with the 

oldest Christian nondenominational 

church in the country, serving as 

the senior minister of Kenilworth 

Union Church. During this time, his 

congregation grew exponentially: from four-

hundred adult members to three-thousand 

two-hundred, with a church school of one-

thousand children. 

  

Gil has also remained a faithful ally and sup-

porter of CRPC. For instance, Gil served as 

the Chair of the CRPC Board 

throughout the 1980s until his 

duties with the church ex-

panded to a point that re-

quired him to step down. 

However, Gil has remained an 

active member of our Board 

of Directors, vitally contribut-

ing to the needs of CRPC’s 

commitments, chiefly through 

his participation in our recent 

Capital Campaign.  

  

Gil is not only a symbol of a vibrant tradition, 

but his commitment to CRPC aids in the proc-

ess of keeping alive the traditions that he 

started. He holds dearly his early memories in 

the Education Program, speaking to the ways 

in which this time has made a remarkable and 

notable difference in the relationships he has 

developed throughout his work.  

  

In more recent years, Gil continues his labor 

of ministry with a congregation in White Lake, 

Michigan, where he spends his summers, and 

also offers occasional sermons and lectures in 

Evanston at Presbyterian Homes’ Westminster 

Place. Over the course of his life, Gil has au-

thored six books and has preached more than 

(Continued on page 7) 

“Not only is it the case that 

Gil speaks to the importance 

of making tradition relevant, 

but he is a symbol of a very 

relevant tradition.” 

Dr. Gilbert W. Bowen, Our First Graduate 

Dr. Gilbert W. Bowen,  

Minister Emeritus of  

Kenilworth Union 

Church  
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and multifaceted symposium ti-

tled the “2016 Coloring Mental 

Health Collective,” which will 

focus on issues in relation to 

trauma and domestic abuse in 

the black community. Further-

more, we continue to support 

the extraordinary efforts of the 

God and Gays Therapy Project, 

which has offered and continues 

to offer clinical support to peo-

ple of faith who identify as 

LGBTQAI through retreats, dialogue, and 

group work.  

 

Our administrative team has provided out-

standing leadership in committing numerous 

hours to building the infrastructure of CRPC 

as we prepared for our site visit from the 

American Association of Pastoral Counselors in 

August of 2015. We were acknowledged for 

our creative and innovative work, and received 

(Continued from page 1) full re-accreditation of both the Service Cen-

ter and Training Program until August of 2023. 

It has been an honor to serve as 

the Executive Director of CRPC 

for the past six years. I am 

deeply grateful to both the Staff 

and Board for their genuine, 

unyielding commitment. It is our 

hope as we launch our Capital 

Campaign, in honor of CRPC’s 

50th Anniversary, to provide a 

foundation for outstanding clini-

cians and scholars in which our 

mission can be lived out in our 

clinical work, our Education Program, and in 

our research and consultation services for 

years to come. 

 

We are passionate and confident about our 

future. Whether you are a graduate of our 

Education Program, former staff, or a friend of 

CRPC, we hope that you will participate in our 

50th Anniversary by assisting us with ensuring 

that our future will indeed be filled with prom-

ise and hope. 

Catherine Burris-Schnur, D.Min., 

L.C.P.C., Executive Director 

Letter from the Executive Director 

Promising Developments in Education 

Honoring our Founder seminaries in the Chicago area, but also rele-

vant departments of psychology and counsel-

ing. We will begin opening up courses in both 

our Counseling Theories and Social and Cul-

tural Foundations sequences this fall. 

 

In order to reach a greater breadth of pro-

spective students, last year, we hosted our 

first annual “Open House” to the public. The 

open house offered such students (as well as 

local clinicians and clergy) the chance to sit in 

on classes, learn more about the mechanics of 

the program, meet our esteemed faculty and 

administration, and attend a workshop titled 

“The Science of Empathy.” The event was a 

tremendous success, as we were filled to ca-

pacity with interest and enthusiasm. 

(Continued from page 2) 

his vision, which remains with us today, and 

inspires us to embrace the interface between 

religion and psychotherapy in our clinical and 

consultation services, as well as our educa-

tional and research endeavors, as we carry the 

vision forward. 

(Continued from page 4) 



P A G E  7  

innovative and sustainable ministerial practice.  

Emily Click, Director of Field Education at 

Harvard Divinity School, describes the book as 

“a much-needed text, bringing fresh insight to 

the actual lives of pastors. Lindner explodes 

the myth that shallow coherency is essential to 

ethical work. Instead she paints vivid stories of 

effective loving pastors who juggle multiple 

selves with integrity. She has listened deeply to 

her students and to diverse ministerial narra-

tives. She unlocks new understandings of how 

we prepare for ministry and engage creatively 

in this most relational of professions. Lindner 

brings to light the less obvious but equally sig-

nificant reality that ministers relate various 

interior parts of themselves as they engage 

with real life situations. Her deeply insightful 

telling of the contemporary ministerial scene 

combines realistic description with faith-filled 

hope. That hope for the future is frequently 

grounded in historical realities: from Paul’s 

New Testament narratives to various theologi-

cal storytellers, Dr. Lindner weaves a new 

story into the age-old tapestry of Christian 

ministry.” Varieties of Gifts: Multiplicity and the 

Well-Lived Pastoral Life is published by Rowman 

and Littlefield. 

(Continued from page 9) 

The Varieties of Gifts 

CRPC is also involved in a rather 

unique measure to provide the 

necessary support for its interns 

and staff. Recently, the adminis-

trative bodies at CRPC have dis-

cussed and began implementing 

official policies that require stu-

dents and staff to be in regular 

consultation and individual psy-

chotherapy. We feel that this is 

an indispensable aspect of clinical 

work that is necessary for the 

purposes of ensuring accountability, as well as 

(Continued from page 3) 

Expanding Our Unique Clinical Services 
the nurturance and growth of those in its 

ranks. 

 

CRPC will continue to reach 

out and expand its capacity to 

provide services to those who 

need it, regardless of their 

ability to pay; it will continue 

to reinforce its ability to regu-

late and synchronize its out-

reach and internal efforts, 

while building and fortifying 

the healthiest professional en-

vironment for its staff, interns, 

and those who seek treatment from us.  

Margaret Mason, M.A., L.C.P.C., 

BC-DMT, Clinical Coordinator 

Our First Graduate 

three thousand sermons. We are delighted 

and proud to honor Gilbert W. Bowen as our 

first graduate, and to express our deep grati-

tude to both him and his wife of sixty-one 

years, Marlene, for their continued interest 

and commitment. 

  

In the article, “Preach On,” Gil remarks: “One 

of the most fundamental questions a person 

can ask about himself is the question: Do I 

count? It is important that I am here? Am I 

worth anything?” To this, Gil speaks of how 

one’s worth is not in what one does, but in 

who one is. The quality of his spirit, generos-

ity, and the tradition that he has helped estab-

lish counts as a remarkable indication of who 

Gil is and who he continues to be. 

(Continued from page 5) 



Our Contributions in Research 
P A G E  8  

In the past few years, Dr. Celia Brickman has presented and published a variety of 

papers that are reflective of our overall clinical and theoretical commitments. For 

instance, in 2013, Dr. Brickman was invited by the well-regarded Jessica Benjamin, 

noted for her contributions as a feminist psychoanalyst, to be an interlocutor for 

her paper titled, “The Fragility of Recognition,” presented at the Psychology and the 

Other conference in Boston in October of that year. This successful collaboration 

evolved into a two-person panel which included Dr. Brickman’s paper, “Witnessing 

and he Law of Bare Life,” accepted for presentation at two distinguished confer-

ences: The American Psychological Association Division 39 (Division of Psychoanaly-

sis), Spring 2015 conference in San Francisco, and the International Psychoanalytic 

Association Summer 2015 Congress in Boston. Following this, Dr. Brickman pre-

sented her paper, “The Banality of Racism: Freud and Arendt” at the October 

2015 Psychology and the Other conference in Boston. 

  

During this time, other contributions of Dr. Brickman included her essay, “Shared 

Histories, Emerging Horizons: Reflections on David Wallin’s Attachment in Psycho-

therapy,” published in The Skillful Soul of the Psychotherapist: The Link Between Spiritu-

ality and Clinical Excellence (2014, Lanham, Md: Rowland & Little, edited by George 

Stravros & Steven Sandage); “Psychoanalysis and Judaism in Context,” published in 

Answering a Question with a Question: Contemporary Psychoanalysis and Jewish Thought, 

(2010, Boston: Academic Studies Press, edited by Lewis Aron and Libby 

Henik); and "Jungian Studies: time for some new wine in some new bot-

tles," published as part of the review article “Teaching Jung: A Sympo-

sium on a New Book in the American Academy of Religion’s Teaching 

Religious Studies Series,” in the Journal of Pastoral Psychology, Volume 64, 

Issue 6, 2015. 

  

Dr. Brickman has also been invited to speak on several panels and par-

ticipate in various conferences as a distinguished guest of the Chicago 

Institute for Psychoanalysis, the Chicago Center for Psychoanalysis, and 

the Institute for Clinical Social Work—often addressing issues at the intersection of 

race, religion and psychoanalysis.  

  

Currently, Dr. Brickman is preparing her well-regarded book Aboriginal Populations 

in the Mind: Race and Primitivity in Psychoanalysis for a revised edition, which will be 

available through Routledge next year, and will present a paper at the conference 

“Fanon, Race, and Psychoanalysis” sponsored by the Institute for Clinical Social Work, 

in Chicago in April 2017. 

Recent works of Dr. Celia Brickman 
“Dr. Brickman 

has also been 

invited to speak 

on several 

panels and 

participate in 

various 

conferences as a 

distinguished 

guest.” 

Research Services at CRPC 
These include shared activities intended to advance the state of scholarship on themes 

directly connected to CRPC’s mission, and to support any other research of staff mem-

bers. Significant funding, as well as expanded opportunities have meant that research is 

an increasingly visible component of CRPC life.  

Celia Brickman, Ph.D., 

L.C.P.C. 
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Varieties of Gifts: Multiplicity and the Well-Lived 

Pastoral Life, by CRPC staff therapist, Cynthia 

Lindner, employs narrative research and in-

sights from dialogical and self psychologies to 

describe the multiple-mindedness that ani-

mates rich religious life and leadership. Lind-

ner, who also directs the M.Div. program at 

the Divinity School of the University of Chi-

cago, draws on extensive interviews with 

twenty pastors to demonstrate how pastors’ 

engagement of their multiple selves helps them 

cultivate rich pastoral identities, navigate con-

gregational conflict, and embrace change in 

rich, life-giving ways. Part of the research for 

the book, funded by the Louisville Institute, 

included two narrative workshops for Chicago

-area pastors at CRPC led by Lindner and 

CRPC therapist Margaret Mason.  

 

Lindner’s research was inspired by her work 

with students at the Divinity School and the 

pastors she counseled in her practice at 

CRPC, many of whom struggled with the con-

straints of conventional ministerial identity 

imposed by ordination committees, congrega-

tions, and our culture’s caricatures of the lives 

of religious leaders. In her own years in pas-

toral ministry, and during nearly 15 years of 

teaching the ministerial arts, Lindner observed 

that far from being narrow or one-sided func-

tionaries, her students and ministerial col-

leagues were complex and nuanced thinkers, 

artists, and activists who engaged multiple 

roles and a wide assortment of 

interests and perspectives; they 

regularly narrated lively interior 

conversations between these 

“selves” that were the source of 

their creativity, courage and spiri-

tual vitality. Varieties of Gifts helps 

clergy and those who care about 

them to identify and nurture their 

own multiplicity as a source of 

(Continued on page 7) 

The Varieties of Gifts of Cynthia Lindner “Varieties of Gifts 

helps clergy and 

those who care 

about them to 

identify and 

nurture their own 

multiplicity …” 

Cynthia Lindner, 

D.Min., L.P.C. 

Return To: 

Center for Religion and Psychotherapy of Chicago 

30 N. Michigan Ave 

Suite 1920 

Chicago, IL 60602 
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Name 

Address 

Phone 

Check Out the New Website 

We’ve redesigned our website! Check out the new redesign, by 

Matthew Aron of Chicago, by scanning the code with your smart 

device. You can also visit us at: 

 

www.crpchicago.org. 

Update your contact information 

Email 

Business, school, or church  name 

Address 

Phone 

Email 

Please consider updating your contact information by entering it on the website under “Update Us” at the bottom 

of the page, or, fill out the form below and return to our office. 

If applicable, graduation year Please add my business, school, or church contact information to your records 



It is a delight to reach out to all the friends and supporters of the Center for Religion and 

Psychotherapy of Chicago through this newsletter. In a special way it is exciting to share 

our past and our future in this – our 50th Anniversary – year. 

 

In the past year alone, we have provided more than five-thousand hours of outstanding 

psychotherapy services. Throughout the last fifty years, our Education Program has gradu-

ated over three-hundred professionals, who have earned our highly-regarded certificate. 

Furthermore, our ongoing commitment to providing consultation services to clergy has 

expanded over the last few years, serving an important effort in meeting the special chal-

lenges of congregations throughout the Chicago area. CRPC’s abiding commitment to re-

search at the intersection of religion and psychodynamic psychology has produced two sig-

nificant publications: Celia Brickman’s Aboriginal Populations in the Mind: Race and Primitivity in 

Psychoanalysis (New York: Columbia U. Press) and Cynthia Lindner’s Varieties of Gifts: Multi-

plicity and the Well-Lived Pastoral Life (Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield). If there could 

be any doubt about CRPC’s important ongoing contribution, this year’s receipt of a glow-

ing assessment and full reaccreditation by the American Association of Pastoral Counselors 

provides the definitive response. 

 

For all those accomplishments, though, we are zeroing in on our future. The Board and 

Staff of CRPC are convinced that we can expand our contribution and deepen our impact 

on Chicago’s civic and religious community. We want to be able to serve even more cli-

ents who lack the usual resources. We want to develop scholarships that will allow addi-

tional, bright and committed students to participate in the benefits of our Education Pro-

gram. In addition, we want to fund part-time positions for staff, who, in addition to their 

clinical and educational work, can spearhead expanded outreach to religious leaders and 

underserved communities. 

 

To accomplish all this, we have undertaken, at the beginning of our Year of Jubilee, a major 

effort to connect with philanthropic sources who will embrace our mission and facilitate 

our journey. Our Board has already taken the lead, with every member making a major 

multi-year commitment. We are reaching out to individuals and foundations, seeking a 

combination of ongoing commitments to annual giving and of endowments that can provide 

abiding support for years to come. We have established continuity. The efforts we are be-

ginning this year will continue in the years to come. 

 

You have come to this Newsletter because you are a proud part of the past at the Center 

for Religion and Psychotherapy of Chicago. In this Jubilee Year, I ask – with a hopeful heart 

– that you generously express your desire to be part of our future, as well. Thank you so 

much! 

From Our President, Dr. Timothy E. O’Connell 
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Timothy E. O’Connell, 

Ph.D., Board President 
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It’s our 50th Jubilee! 
  

Please save the date  
  

Saturday December 10, 2016 
  

Chicago, Illinois 

SAVE THE DATE! 


